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O improve the golden mo- 


ment of opportunity, and. 


catch the good that is within our 
reach, is the-great art of life. Many 
wants are fuffered, which might 
once have been fupplied; and much 
time is loft in regretting the time 
which had been loft before. 

At the end of every feven years 


comes the Saturnalian feafon, when | 


the freemen of Great Britain may 
pleafe themfelves with the choice 


of their reprefentatives. This hap- 
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py day has now arrived, fomewhat 


fooner than it could be claimed. 

To fele& and depute thofe, by 
whom laws are to be made, and 
taxes to be granted, is a high dig- 
nity and an important truft: and it 
is the bufinefs of every elector to 
confider, how this dignity may be 
well fuftained, and this truft faith- 
fully difcharged. 

It ought to be deeply imprefled 
on the minds of all who have 
voices in this national delibera- 
tion, that no man can deferve a 
feat in parliament who is not a Pa- 
tRriot. No other man will protect 


our rights, no other man can me- 


rit our confidence. 


A Pa- 








ieee 
A Patriot is he whofe pubkc 


conduct is regulated by one fingle 
motive, the love of his country ; 
who, as an agent in parliament, 
has for himfelf neither hope nor 
fear, neither kindnefs nor refent- 
ment, but refers every thing to the 
common interetft. : 

That of five hundred men, fuch 
as this degenerate age affords, a 
majority can be found thus virtu- 
oufly abftractted, who will affirm: 
Yet there is no good in defpond- 
ence: vigilance and activity often 
‘effet more than was expected. Let 
us take a Patriot where we can meet 
him; and that we may not flatter 
ourfelves by falfe appearances, dif- 
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tinguifh thofe marks which are cer- 


tain, from thofe which may de- 
ceive: for a man may have the 
external appearance of a Patriot, 
without the conftituent qualities ; 
as falfe coins have often luftre, tho’ 


they want weight. 


Some claim a place in the lift of 
Patriots by an acrimonious and un- | 
remitting oppofition to the Court. 

This mark is by no means infal- 
lible. Patriotifm is not neceflarily 
included in rebellion. A man may 
hate his King, yet not love his 
Country. He that has been refufed 
a reafonable or unreafonable re- 
queit, who thinks his merit under- 
rated, and fees his influence de- 

clining; 








a | 


clining, begins foon to talk of na- 


tural equality, the abfurdity of many 
made for one, the original compact, 
the foundation of authority, and 
the majeity of the people. As his 
political melancholy increafes, he 
tells, and perhaps dreams of the 
advances of the prerogative,” and 
the dangers of arbitrary power; yet 
his defign in all his declamation 1s 
not to benefit his country, but to 
gratify his malice. 

Thefe, however, are the moft 
honeit of the opponents of govern- 
ment ; their patriotifm is a fpecies 
of difeafe ; and they: feel fome part 
of what they exprefs. But the great» 
er, far the greater number of thofe 

who 
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who rave and rail, and enquire and 


accufe, neither fufpect, nor fears 
nor care for the public; but hope 
to force their way to riches by vi- 
rulence and invective, and are ve- 
hement and clamorous, only that 
they may be fooner hired to be 
filent. 

A man fometimes flarts up a Pa- 
triot, only by diffeminating difcon- 
tent and propagating reports of fe- 
cret influence, of dangerous coun- 
fels, of violated rights and en- 
croaching ufurpation. 

This practice is no certain note 
of Patriotifm. To inftigate the 
populace with rage beyond the pro- 
vocation, is to fufpend public hap-~ 

pinefs, 
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pinefs, not to deftroy it. He is no 


lover of his country, that unnecef- 
farily difturbs its peace. Few errors, 
and few faults of government can 
juftify an appeal to the rabble; 
who ought not to judge of what 
they cannot underftand, and whofe 
opinions are not propagated by rea- 
fon, but caught by contagion. 

The fallacioufnefs of this note of 
patriotifm is particularly apparent, 
when the clamour continues after 
the evil is paft. They who are now 
filling our ears with Mr. Wilkes; 
and the Freeholders of Middlefex, 
lament a grievance, which is now 
at an end. Mr. Wilkes may be 
chofen, if any will choofe him, and 

vo the 
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the precedent of his exclufion makes 





not any honeft, or any decent man, 


think himfelf in danger. 

It may be doubted whether the 
name of a Patriot can -be fairly 
siven as the reward of fecret fatire, 
i _ or open outrage. ‘To fill the news- 
| papers with fly hints of corruption 
and intrigue, to circulate the Mid- 

dlefex Journal and London Pacquet, 
may indeed be zeal; but it may 
likewife be intereft and malice. - To 
offer a petition, ‘not expected to be 
granted ; to’ infult a King with a 
rude remonftrance, only becaufe 
there is no punifhment for legal 
| - infolence, is not courage, for 
\ there is no danger; nor patriotifm, 
| for 
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for it tends to the fubverfion of or- 


der, and lets wickednefs loofe upon 
the land, by. deftroying the re- 
verence due to fovereign autho- 
Mty.; 79% 

» It ds the quality of Patriotifm to 
be jealous and watchful, to obferve 
all fecret machinations, and to fee 
public dangers at a diftance. The 
true Lover of his country 1s ready to 
communicate his fears and to found 
the alarm, whenever he perceives 
the approach of mifchief. But he 
founds no alarm, when there is no 
enemy: he never terrifies his coun- 
trymen, till he is terrified himfelf, 
The patrioti{m therefore may be 


juftly doubted of him, who pro- 
C feffes 








ay ae wr, Ag 
ee ee 


PZ ks: ’ 


r = : ‘ bs 
Pre dP aS tet ae gee 
teas EE ee eae rae 





E # | 

feffes to be difturbed. by incredibi- 
| lities ; who celle, that the laft peace 
was ‘obtained by bribing the Prin- 
cefs of Wales; that the King is 
erafping at arbitrary power ;. and 
that becaufe the French in the new 
conquefts enjoy their own laws, 
there is a defign at court of abolifh- 





ing in England the trial by juries. 
Still lefs does the true Patriot cir- 
culate opinions, which he knows 
to be falfe. Noman, who loves his 
country, fills the nation with cla- 
morous complaints, that the Pro- 
teftant religion is in danger, be- 
caufe Popery 1s eftablifhed in the exten- 
five province of Quebec, a falfehood fo 
| open and fhamelefs, that it can need 
I no 








~ ( se J 
no confutatign among thofe, who 
know, that of which it is almoft 
impoffible for the moft unenlight- 
ened zealot to he ignorant, 
‘That Quebec is on the other fide 
of the Atlantic, at too great a dif- 


tance, to do much good or harm to 
the European world : 

‘That’ the inhahitants, being 
French, werealways Papifts, who 


are certainly more dangerous, as 


enemies than as fubjects: 
That. though the province be 
wide, the people are few, probably 


‘pot fo many as may be found in 


one of the larger Englifh counties: 


That perfecution is not more vir- 


‘tuous in a Proteftant than a Papilt; 
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and that while we blame Lewis the 
Fourteenth, for)hns dragoons and 
his gallies, we ought, when power 
comes into:our hands; to ufe it with 
greater equity: 


That when Canada with its in- 
habitants was yielded, the free en- 
joyment of their religion was ftipu- 
lated; a condition, of which King 
William, who was no propagator of 
Popery, gave an example nearer 
home, at:the furrender of Limeric: 

That in an age, where every 
mouth ‘is open for. liberty of con= 
Jcience, it 1s equitable to fhew fome 
regard to the confcience of a Papift, 


who may be fuppofed, like other 


men, to think himfelf fafeft in his 


own. 
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own religion; and that thofe at 


leaft, who enjoy a toleration, ought 
not to deny it to our new fubjects. ~ 

If liberty of confcience be a na- 
tural right, we have no power to 
with-hold it ; if it be an indulgence, 
it may be allowed to Papifts, while 
it is not denied to other fects. 

A Patriot is neceflarily and inva- 
riably a lover of the people. But 
even this mark may fometimes de- 
ceive us. © | 

“The people is a very heteroge- 
‘neous and confufed mafs of the 
‘Wealthy and the poor, the wife and 
the foolith, the good and the bad. 
-Before’we confer on a man, who 
caréfles the people, the title of Pa- 
vite Sok 
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iriot, we muft examine to what 


| part of the people he directs his 
V4 wes : : . 
1] notice. It is proverbially faid, that 


he who diflembles his own charac- 
ter, may be known by that of his 


SS SSS 





i] companions. If the candidate of 
| -Patriotifm endeavours to infufe 
| right opinions into the higher ranks, 
' and by their influence to regulate 
k the lower; if he conforts chiefly 
with the wife, the temperate, the 

recular and the virtuous; his love 
of the people may be urged in his 
) favour. But if his firft or principal 
| application be to the indigent, who 
| are always inflammable; to the 
| weak, who are naturally fufpi- 


i cious; to the ignorant, who are 
|  eafily 
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eafily mifled, and to the profligate, 
who have no hope, but from mif- 


‘chief and confufion; his love of 





the people proves little in his fa- 
vour. No mancan reafonably be 
thought a lover of his country, for 
roafting an ox, or burning a boot, 
or attending the meeting at Mile- 
end, orregiftering his name inthe 
Lumber-troop. He may, among 
the drunkards, be a ‘hearty fellow, 
and among fober handicraftfmen, 
a free fpoken gentleman; but he muft 
shave fome better diftinction, before 
“he is a Patriot. 

_. A Patriotis always ready to coun- 
tenance the juft claims, and ani- 
mate the reafonable hopes of the 


people; | 
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1 | people ; he reminds them frequent 
Ii ly of their rights, and ftimulates 
them to refent encroachments, and 
i| to multiply fecurities. 
1] But all this may be.done in ap- 
| ‘pearance, without real patriotifm. 
i He that raifes falfe hopes to ferve a 
| prefent purpofe, only makes a way 
} ‘for difappointment and difcontent. 
He who promifes toendeavour, what 
t he knows his endeavours unable 
| to effect, means only to delude his 
followers by an empty clamour of 
ineffectual zeal. ! 
| | A true Patriot is no lavifh pro- 
' mifer: he undertakes not to fhorten 
fl parliaments; to repeal laws; or to 
change the mode of reprefenta- 
\ tion; 
. 
ae 


boy 


tion, tranf{mitted by our anceftors: 


he knows, that futurity is not in 
his power, and that all times are 
not alike favourable to change. 
Much lefs does he make a vague 
and indefinite promife of obeying 
the mandates of his conftituents. 
He knows the prejudices of fac- 


tion, and the inconftancy of the 


multitude. He would firft en- 
quire, how the opinion of his con- 
ftituents fhall be taken. Popular 
inftructions are commonly the 
work, not of the wife and fteady, 
but the violentand rafh ; and meet- 
ings held for directing reprefen- 
tatives are feldom attended, but by 
the idle and the diffolute; and he 
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is not without fufpicion, that of 


his conftituents, as of other num=— 
bers of men, the {maller part,.may 
often. be-the-wifer. : 

He confiders himfelf as deputed 
to promote the public good, and to 
preferve his conftituents, with the 
reft of his countrymen, not only 
from being hurt ‘by others, “but 
from hurting themielves. 

The common marks of patrio- 
‘ifm having been examined, and 
fhewn to be fuch as artifice may 
counterfeit, or folly mifapply, it 
cannot be improper to. confider, 


whether there are not fome charac- 


teriftical modes of {peaking or aét- 
ing, 
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ing, which may prove a-man ‘tobe. 


NOT A PATRIOT. 

©in-this enquiry, perhaps clearer 
evidence may be difcovered, and 
firmer perfuafion attained: for itis 
commonly eafier to know what is 
wrong than what is right; to find 
what we fhould avoid, than what 
we fhould purfue. 

As war is one of the heavieft of 
national evils, a calamity, in which 
every fpecies of mifery is: involv- 
eds asiit fets the general fafety to 
hazard, ‘ fufpends: commerce, and 
defolates the country; as it expofes 
great numbers to hardfhips, dan- 
gers, captivity and death ; no man, 
who defires the public profperity, 
et.” ine _ will 
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will inflame national refentment 
by aggravating minute injuries, or 
enforcing difputable rights of little 
importance, _ 


{t may therefore be fafely pro- 


nounced, that thofe men are no 


Patriots, who when the national ho- 
nour was vindicated in the ght of 
Europe, and the Spaniards having 


invaded what they called their own, | 
had fhrunk to a difavowal of their. 


attempt and a ceflion of their claim, 
would ftill have inftigated us to a 
war for a bleak and barren {pot in 
the Magellanic ocean, of which na 
ufe could be made, unlefs it were a 
place of exile for the hypocrites of 
patriotifm. | 


Yet 
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Yet let it not be forgotten, that 


by the howling violence of patrio- 


tic rage, the nation was for a time 


exafperated to fuch madnefs, that 


for a barren rock under a ftormy 
fky, we might have now been fight- 
ing and dying, had not our compe- 


titors been wifer than ourfelves; 


and thofe who are now courting 


the favour of the people by noify ' 


profeflions of public fpirit, would, 
while they were counting the pro- 


fits of their artifice, have enjoyed 
the patriotic pleafure of hearing 
fometimes, that thoufands had been 
flaughtered in a battle, and fome- 
times that a navy had been dit 

peopled 
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peopled. by. poifoned. air sndicbr: 
rupted food. 

He that wifhes to fee-his country 
robbed of its rights,. cannot be a 
Patriot. 

. That. mamtherefore is no Patriot, 
who, juftifies the ridiculotis claims 
of American ufurpation; who en- 
deavours to deprive the nation: of 
its. natural. and Jawful authority 
over its own colonies: thofe colo- 
nies, which were fettled under 
Englith protection ; were conftituted 
by an Englifh charter; and have 
been defended by Englifh arms. 

. To fuppofe, that by fending out 
a colony, the nation eftablifhed an 


inde- 
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independent power ; that when, by 
‘indulgence and favour, emigrants 
are become rich, they fhallnot con- | 
tribute to. their own defence, but at | 
their own pleafure ; and that they” 
fhall not be included, like mil- | 
lions of their fellow fubjects, in the | 
general fyftem of reprefentation; 
involves fuch an accumulation of | | 
abfurdity, as nothing but the fhew - ° 
of patriotifm could palliaté. | 

He that accepts protection, ftipu- | 
lates‘ obedience. ‘We have always ; 
protected the Americans; we may 
therefore fubject them to govern- 
-ment. | “a 








The lefs is included in the great- 
er. That power which can take 


away 
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| away life, may feize upon pro- 
i) perty. The parliament may enact 
| | for America a law of capital pu- 
i nifhment; it may therefore efta- 
| blifh a mode and se plat: of 
| i | taxation. | 

| But there are forme who Jament 
| | the ftate of the poor Boftonians, be- 
| caufe they cannot all be fuppofed 
| to have committed acts of rebel- 
i lion; yet all are involved in the 
Hi ; penalty impofed. This, they fay, 
/ is to violate the juft rule of juftice, 


by condemning the innocent to fuf- 
fer with the guilty. 

This deferves fome notice, as it 
feems dictated by juftice and hu- 
manity; however, it may raife con- 


2 tempt, 
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tempt, by the ignorance which it 


betrays of the ftate of man, and the 
fyftem of things. That the inno- 
cent fhould be confounded with the 
guilty, is undoubtedly an evil; but 
it is an evil which no care or cau- 
tion can prevent. National crimes 
require national punifhments, of 
which many muft neceffarily have 
their part, who have not incurred 
them by perfonal guilt. If rebels 
fhould fortify a town, the cannon 
of lawful authority will endanger 
equally the harmlefs burghers and 


the criminal garrifon. 


In fome cafes, thofe fuffer moft 
who are leaft intended to be hurt. 


If the French in the late war had 
E taken 
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taken an Englifh city, and permit- 
ted the natives to keep their dwel- 
lings, how could it have been re- 
covered, but by the flaughter of our 
friends? A bomb might as well 
deftroy an Englifhman as a French- 
man; and by famine we know that 
the inhabitants would be the fir 
that fhould perith. 

This infliction of promifcuous 
evil may therefore be lamented, but 
cannot be blamed. The power of 


lawful government muft be main- 
tained ; and the miferies which re- 


bellion produces, can be charged 
only on the rebels. 
That man likewife is not a Pa- 


triot, who denies his governours 
their 
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their due praife, and who conceals 
from the people the benefits which 
they receive. Thofe therefore can 
lay no claim to this illuftrious ap- 
pellation, who impute want of 
public fpirit to the late parliament; 
an aflembly of men, whom, not- 
withftanding fome fluctuation of 
counfel, and fome weaknefs of a- 
gency, the nation muft always re- 
member with gratitude, fince it is 
indebted to them for a very ample 
conceflion, in the refignation of pro- 
tections, and a wife and honeft at- 
tempt to improve the conftitution, 
in the néw judicature inftitured for 
the trial of elections. _ ster 
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The right of protection, which 
might. be necefilary when it was 
firft. claimed, and was very con- 
fiftent with that liberality of im- 
munities in which the feudal con- 
ftitution delighted, was by its na- 
ture liable to abufe, and had in 
reality been fometimes mifapplied, 
to the evafion of the law,.and the 
defeat of juftice. The evil was per- 
haps not adequate to the clamour ; 
nor is it very certain, that the pof- 
fible good of this privilege was not 


more than equal to the poflible evil. 


It is however plain, that whether 


they gave any thing or not 'to the 
public, they at leaft loft fomething 
from 
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from themfelves. They divefted 


their dignity of a very fplendid dif- 
tinGtion, and fhewed thatthey were 
more willing than their predecef- 
fors to ftand on a level with their 
fellow-fubjects. 

The new mode of trying elec- 
tions, if it be found effectual, will 
diffufe its corifequences further than 
feems yet to be forefeen. It is, I 
believe, generally confidered as ad- 
vantageous only to thofe who claim 
feats in parliament; but, if to chufe 
reprefentatives be one of the moft 
valuable rights of Englifhmen, eve- 
ry voter muft confider that law as 
adding to his happinefs, which 
makes his fuffrage efficacious; fince 

it 
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at ‘was vain to chufe, while the 
election could be controled bx any 
other. power. | 
With what imperious contempt 
ef ancient rights, and what auda- 
cioufnefs of arbitrary authority, 





former -parliaments have judged 
the difputes about elections, it is 
not neceffary to relate. The.claim 
of a candidate, and the right of 
ele€tors are faid MIcarcely to have 
been, even in appearance, referred 
to confcience ; but to have been 
Meried by party, by paffion, by 
prejudice, or by frolick. To have 
friends in the borough was of litile 
ufe to him, who wanted friends in 


the houfe ; a pretence was eafily 
found 
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found to evade a majority, and the 


feat was at laft his, that was chofen: 


not by his electors but his judges. 
Thus the nation was infulted 

with a mock election, and the par- 

liament was filled with {purious 


reprefentatives ; one of the moftim- 


portant claims, that of a fight to 
fit in the fupreme council of the 
kingdom, was debated in jeft, and 
no man could be confident of fuc- 
cefs from the juftice of his caufe. 
A difputed election is now tried 


with the fame fcrupuloufnefs and 


folemnity, as any other title. The 
candidate, that has deferved well of 


his neighbours, may now be certain. 
of enjoying the effe@ of their ap- 


probation ; 
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probation ; and the elector, who has 
voted honeftly for known merit, 
may be certain that he has not 
voted in vain. 

Such was the parliament, which 
fome of thofe, who are now afpir- 
ing to fic in another, have taught 


the rabble to confider as an unlaw- 





ful convention of men, worthlefs, 
venal, and proftitute, flaves of the 
court, and tyrants of the people. 





i That the next Houfe of Com- 
fl mons may act upon the principles 
i! of the laft, with more conftancy 
i and higher fpirit, muft be the wifh 
fy of all, who wifh well to the pub- 
i | lic; and it 1s furely not too much 
[ to expect, that the nation will re- 
\ cover 
I 

/ 











7337 J 


cover from its delufion, and unite 


in a gencral abhorrence of thofe, 
who by deceiving the creduloug. 
with fictitious mifchiefs, overs 
bearing the weak by audacity of 
falfehood, -by appealing to the 
judgment of ignorance, and flats 
tering the vanity of meannefs, by 
flandering honefty and infulting 
dignity, have gathered round them 
whatever the kingdom can fupply” 
of bafe, and grofs, and profligate ; 
and railed by merit to this bad eminencey 
arrogate to themfelves the name 
of PATRIOTS. 


By bo: Te 
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